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Overview

This handbook was developed in November 2025 as a
guide to help children and youth understand climate
justice and take action for a better future. It recognises that
young people face unique challenges because of climate
change—but also have the power to make a difference.

Inside, you will find important topics about the
environment and how young people like you can stand up
for climate justice. We explain big ideas in simple, clear
ways so they are easy to understand. The handbook looks
at how climate change affects younger generations the
most and how today’s choices can shape the world for
future generations.

We also talk about human rights—especially the rights that protect your health,
safety, and well-being in a changing climate. This handbook is here to support
your voice and help you become a strong advocate for the planet.

This handbook is created for young people, especially children and youth who
are passionate about protecting the environment and fighting for climate
justice, and is driven by the goal of empowering a new generation of informed,
confident, and active climate leaders who can inspire change in their
communities and beyond.

DID YOU
KNOW?
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5.2.2 The Paris Agreement (2015)!"

This is a legally binding agreement between many countries around the world.
Its goal is to keep global temperature rise below 1.5°C, which helps reduce the
worst effects of climate change. Countries like South Africa must create and
share plans to cut emissions and adapt to climate change.

5.2.3 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
[72]

This treaty recognises that children have the right to grow up in a healthy
environment. It asks governments to protect children from environmental harm
and take steps to make sure the planet is safe for future generations.

5.2.4 General Comment No. 26 (2023) on Children’s Rights and
the Environment!™!

The United Nations has shared something very important called General
Comment No. 26. It gives detailed advice to governments about how to protect
children from the harmful effects of climate change and pollution. It explains
that children’s rights—like the right to be healthy, to grow up safely, to have
clean air and water, and to live in a safe environment—are all connected to
what happens to the Earth. Almost every country in the world (196 of them!) has
promised to protect these rights. This means governments and businesses
must take real action to fight climate change, stop pollution, and protect nature.
They can no longer ignore how their choices affect the planet and children’s
futures. And just as importantly, this new document says that children have the
right to take part in decisions about the environment. Your voice matters—and
it should be heard."

"4 Same as above.
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6.1.1 What Causes Eco-Anxiety ?

Living through climate disasters can be scary. Children who experience things
like hurricanes, wildfires, or floods may feel unsafe or uncertain. These events
can leave a lasting impact and sometimes cause fear or stress that doesn't go
away easily.

Worrying about the future is another cause of eco-anxiety. Many young people
wonder what the world will look like when they grow up. Will they be able to live
safely? Will their communities survive rising seas, drought, or food shortages?
These big questions can create anxiety.

News and social media can also make things feel worse. Seeing constant
headlines or videos about melting glaciers, burning forests, or endangered
animals can increase stress. While it's important to stay informed, too much
exposure—especially to frightening images—can make problems feel too big to
solve.

Feeling powerless is another common part of eco-anxiety. Many children and
youth care deeply about the planet but don't always know how to help. When
the problem feels so big, it's easy to feel like your voice doesn't matter—but it
does.

Eco-anxiety is a normal response to a real and serious crisis. But when these
feelings become overwhelming, they can affect your well-being. Some young
people may experience symptoms like depression, panic attacks, or even post-
traumatic stress.

If you ever feel this way, know that you are not alone—and there are ways to
cope, speak out, and take action. You are not powerless, and your concern is a
sign of strength, not weakness.
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6.3.2 Emotional Expression and Support

It is important to talk about your feelings instead of keeping them bottled up.
Sharing your worries with a trusted adult, friend, or sibling can bring relief. You
can also express your emotions through creative activities like writing, art, or
music—these can help turn your feelings into something meaningful.

Connecting with others who care about the environment can also help. Joining
youth-led climate groups gives you a safe space to talk, learn, and take action
together. Being part of a group reminds you that you're not alone—and that
many young people around the world are working for change too.

If your emotions feel too heavy, it is okay to ask for help from a counselor or
therapist.®® Mental health professionals can help you better understand your
feelings and teach you ways to manage anxiety.

DID YOU
KNOW?

--TTA
7

/

IT IS NORMAL TO FEEL
ANXIOUS OR
OVERWHELMED WHEN
THINKING ABOUT
CLIMATE CHANGE.

1 American Psychological Association ‘The psychological impacts of climate change:
Preparing for the future’ (2017) APA.



7.1How Young People Can Make a Difference

All around the world, young people are stepping up to take action for climate
justice. They are showing that you don't need to be an adult to make a big
difference. Whether through activism, education, art, or helping their
communities, young people are leading the way toward a more sustainable and
fair future. They are creating projects, organising protests, and speaking to
leaders—all with one goal: to protect the planet and the people who live on it.

One powerful example is Maria from Mexico,
who speaks out about how climate change is
harming water systems. She reminds people that
protecting forests is key to protecting clean
water. NP

In the Philippines, Mitzi connects climate change
with social justice, making sure that the voices of
the most affected communities are heard and

included in climate decisions. AN E

These young activists do not just talk—they take action. By joining global
movements like Fridays for Future, organizing school strikes, and pushing
governments to create stronger climate policies, they are helping to shape the
laws and systems that affect us all.

Storytelling is another powerful way youth are making a difference:

Russell from Dominica uses
photography to show the real-
life damage hurricanes cause
in his community.

In Zimbabwe, Nkosi shares his
personal experiences of how the
environment around him has changed.
These stories help people understand the impacts of climate change and inspire
them to care—and to act.
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Mmabatho Motsamai from Botswana is the
co-founder of The Afrolutionist,® a platform
that mobilises African youth for social and
environmental justice. Her activism explores
the links between climate change, feminism,
racial justice, and youth empowerment.
Through her work, she reminds us that
climate justice is about people, equality, and
building inclusive movements that leave no
one behind.

o777
In Kenya, Nzambi Matee, a young materials
engineer, founded Gjenge Makers,"* a company
that transforms plastic waste into durable,
affordable paving blocks. Named one of the
United Nations Environment Programme’s Young
Champions of the Earth, Nzambi's innovation is
helping to tackle Nairobi's plastic pollution crisis
while creating jobs and promoting sustainable
housing.

From Uganda, Hilda Flavia Nakabuye, the
founder of Fridays for Future Uganda,*®¥ has
become a powerful voice for inclusion and
justice in the climate movement. Speaking at
the UN Climate Conference (COP25) in Madrid,
she highlighted how communities in Africa,
especially women and the poor, are among
those most affected by the climate crisis. Her
message is clear: the climate movement must
reflect the voices of those living its realities
every day.

I The Afrolutionist available at
https://youthcollective.restlessdevelopment.org/organisation/the-afrolutionist/.

12901 Nzambi Matee founder of Gjenge Makers available
athttps://www.instagram.com/nzambimatee_ke/?hl=en.

1201 Fridays for Future Uganda available at https://www.instagram.com/fridays4futureug/?
hl=en.



https://youthcollective.restlessdevelopment.org/organisation/the-afrolutionist/
https://www.instagram.com/nzambimatee_ke/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/fridays4futureug/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/fridays4futureug/?hl=en
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In Zimbabwe, Elizabeth Gulugulu leads as a
project manager for the African Youth
Initiative on Climate Change.'® She works
to strengthen food security and promote
climate-smart agriculture, while advocating
for more youth leadership and gender
equality in environmental spaces.

And in Tanzania, Liberatha Kawamala,
founder of Libe Green Innovation,** is
tackling plastic pollution through recycling
and education. Her organisation upcycles
plastic waste and teaches communities,
especially young people, about conservation
and the importance of a circular economy.

These young African leaders are inspiring a generation to rise for climate justice.
Their stories show that no one is too young to make a difference, and that when
youth lead with creativity, courage, and compassion, real change is possible for
both people and the planet.

1202 African Youth Initiative on Climate Change available at

https://www.ayicczimbabwe.org.zw/about.
1931 | ibe Green Innovation available at https://www.instagram.com/liberathakawamala/.


https://www.ayicczimbabwe.org.zw/about
https://www.instagram.com/liberathakawamala/
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7.3 How to Communicate Climate Justice Effectively

Talking about climate justice in a clear and meaningful way is just as important
as taking action. To do this well, we need to recognise that climate change,
health, and social injustice are all connected. Climate change isn't only about
the environment—it also affects how people live, work, and stay healthy,
especially in communities that have been historically marginalised.

At the heart of climate justice communication is the need to center the voices of
the Most Affected People and Areas (MAPA). We have said that certain
communities suffer the most from climate change—often Indigenous peoples,
low-income families, or people in the Global South—yet they are the ones
whose voices are least heard in climate conversations. To be fair and effective,
climate messaging must lift up their experiences and show the real-life impacts
of climate change on their lives.

To truly understand and explain climate justice, we also need to look at the
bigger picture. Many of the inequalities we see today are the result of
colonialism, racism, and other systems of oppression. These systems have
shaped who is most at risk from climate change, and why. That's why it's
important to use anti-colonial and anti-racist ways of thinking when we talk
about climate issues.

Educators, health workers, and activists can use ideas from important thinkers
like Paulo Freire and Bell Hooks, who believed in learning through conversation
and building strong, caring communities. This kind of education helps people
ask questions, think critically, and work together to understand the root causes
of climate injustice—and to take action together.

Effective climate communication should also be adaptable. Messages should be
tailored to fit the unique culture, language, and needs of each community. In
places where people don't have internet or other resources, we must find
creative ways—like community radio, posters, or local gatherings—to share
information so that everyone can be part of the climate conversation.

In conclusion, climate justice communication should be inclusive, respectful,
and grounded in justice. By listening to and learning from the most affected
communities, and by understanding the history behind today's challenges, we
can build a stronger, more united global movement—one that leaves no one

behind.

RS



8.1 Understanding Public Participation Processes for
Children and Youth

Young people have the right to be heard—especially when it comes to decisions
about climate change and the environment."!® Even though many decisions are
made by adults, they affect your life now and in the future. That's why your
voice matters.

In South Africa, the law says that people must be consulted before important
environmental decisions are made. This is called public participation. It means
that communities—and especially children and youth—have the right to speak
up when the environment is at risk.

The Constitution of South Africa supports this right in a few important ways:

1.1t says that everyone has the right to a clean and healthy environment.

2.1t says the environment must be protected for both present and future
generations.

3.1t also says that the best interests of the child must always come first in any
decision that affects them.

Because of these laws, children and youth have a legal right to take part in
climate-related and environmental decisions. This includes things like
environmental hearings, policy discussions, and local planning meetings. Your
opinions are valuable, and your ideas about how to protect the planet should
be taken seriously.

When young people are included in these conversations, the solutions become
more fair, creative, and effective—because they reflect the needs and hopes of
the next generation.

12041 UNICEF ‘Youth Advocacy Guide’ available at
https://www.unicef.org/georgia/media/9256/file/Youth%20Advocacy%20Guide.pdf,
accessed on 2 July 2025.


https://www.unicef.org/georgia/media/9256/file/Youth%20Advocacy%20Guide.pdf
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8.2 Legal Policy Frameworks Supporting Youth Engagement

Aside from the constitution, the Children'’s Act also supports youth participation.
It says that when decisions are made about a child's life, the child’s age,
maturity, and development should be considered—and that children must be
given a chance to share their views, which must be taken seriously.**

This is also in addition to the General Comment No. 26 from the United Nations
Committee on the Rights of the Childs says that governments must think about
how climate change and environmental decisions affect children.'® This
guideline was discussed in section 4 of this handbook.

8.3 Pathways to Participate: Formal and Informal Avenues

Aside from the constitution, the Children'’s Act also supports youth participation.
It says that when decisions are made about a child's life, the child's age,
maturity, and development should be considered—and that children must be
given a chance to share their views, which must be taken seriously.®

This is also in addition to the General Comment No. 26 from the United Nations
Committee on the Rights of the Childs says that governments must think about
how climate change and environmental decisions affect children.!%® This
guideline was discussed in section 4 of this handbook.

Young people in South Africa have powerful rights when it comes to protecting
the environment—and there are many ways to take action.

According to the Children’s Act, every child has the right to go to court if their
rights are being violated."*” This means that a child—or a group of people
acting on behalf of a child—can ask a court to step in when a right in the Bill of
Rights is not being respected. This includes rights related to health, the
environment, and safety.!*%?!

1191 section 9 of the Children’s Act 38 of 2005.

1196 YN CRC/C/GC/26: General comment No. 26 (2023) available at
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/crc/gcomments/gc26/2023
/GC26-Child-Friendly-Version_English.pdf, accessed on 2 May 2025.

107 section 14 of the Children’s Act 38 of 2005.

12981 Section 15 of the Children’s Act 38 of 2005.



https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/crc/gcomments/gc26/2023/GC26-Child-Friendly-Version_English.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/hrbodies/crc/gcomments/gc26/2023/GC26-Child-Friendly-Version_English.pdf

Page 41 :%:HD

8.3 Pathways to Participate: Formal and Informal Avenues

When public participation processes happen in your community—like meetings,
forums, or consultations—it's important that young people come together,
support one another, and take part actively and meaningfully. These decisions
will shape the future, and young people must be part of shaping that future.

Young people in South Africa also have the right to make their voices heard by
sending submissions to Parliament on important issues like climate change. A
submission is a written message or proposal that shares your views, ideas, or
concerns about a law, policy, or topic being discussed. You can write a
submission as an individual or as part of a group, such as a school club or youth
organisation. It can include your personal experiences, facts about climate
change, and suggestions for what the government should do to protect the
environment and support communities. Submissions can be emailed to the
relevant parliamentary committee or delivered during public participation
hearings. By doing this, young people can play an active role in shaping the
country's climate policies and showing leaders that the next generation is
paying attention and taking action.

Outside of formal spaces, there are other powerful ways to get involved. You
can use social media to raise awareness and start conversations about climate
change. By creating posts, videos, or campaigns, you can inspire others and
spread important messages quickly.

You can also take action in your own community. Organizing clean-up events,
educating neighbors about climate issues, and encouraging people to stop
littering are all great ways to make a difference locally. These small actions can
create big change—and help more people understand how to protect the
environment.

DID YOU
KNOwW?

/,—_‘
-

4

USING HASHTAGS LIKE
#CLIMATEJUSTICE,

#STOPLITTERING, OR
#YOUTHFORTHEPLANET
HELPS YOUR CONTENT
REACH MORE PEOPLE

1209 Section 32 of the Climate Change Act 22 of 2024.



YOUNG PEOPLE’S ROLE IN CLIMATE ACTION
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8.4 Engaging with Governmentand Decision

Young people in South Africa have the right to share their ideas and concerns
about climate change directly with decision-makers at all levels of government.
One important place to send your ideas is the Presidential Climate Commission.
119 This national body advises the government on how to fight climate change
and protect the environment.™™ As a young person, you can write to the
Commission and share your ideas about what the government should be doing.

Another way to take action is by commenting on proposed changes to climate
laws or policies. When the government asks the public to give feedback on new
rules or amendments, young people can submit written comments to share
their views and ideas.

8.5 Using Digital Platform for Participation

Social media is a powerful tool that young people can use to raise awareness,
mobilise others, and speak out about climate justice. Platforms like TikTok,
Instagram, YouTube, and even podcasts allow youth to share information,
express opinions, and call for action—whether it's encouraging others to care
about the environment or holding leaders accountable for their decisions.

You can create social media campaigns to spread your message and inspire
change. Using hashtags like #Climatelustice, #StopLittering, or
#YouthForThePlanet helps your content reach more people and builds a sense
of community among young activists across the world.? You can make videos,
graphics, or posts that explain climate issues in simple, creative ways—and
encourage your peers to take action with you.

By using your voice online, you can make a real difference offline, too.

Return to contents page

%

110 section 7(2) of the Climate Change Act 22 of 204.

11 section 7(2) of the Climate Change Act 22 of 204.

11221 UNICEF ‘Youth Advocacy Guide’ available at
https://www.unicef.org/georgia/media/9256/file/Youth%20Advocacy%20Guide.pdf, p 42-
43, accessed on 6 June 2025.



https://www.unicef.org/georgia/media/9256/file/Youth%20Advocacy%20Guide.pdf

9 | ARE THERE SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS
FOR A JUST FUTURE?

9.1Renewable Energy and a Just Transition

As the world starts using less fossil fuels and more clean energy, like solar
panels and wind turbines, it's important to make sure this big change is fair for
everyone. This is called a just transition. It means making sure no one is left
behind, especially the workers, families, and communities whose lives might
change because of new energy choices.

Some people work in jobs like coal mining or oil production. If those industries
get smaller or close, people could lose their jobs. A just transition is about
helping those workers and their communities. This includes creating new green
jobs, teaching people new skills, and making sure everyone has clean energy
and a safe, healthy place to live.

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) says a just transition is a
principle, a process, and a practice—which means it's an idea, a plan, and
something we must actually do. It includes things like:

1.Investing in clean technology such as solar and wind power,

2.Supporting workers by giving them training and helping them find
new jobs,

3.Including everyone’s voices, especially women and groups who are
often left out,

4.Helping local communities grow in new and sustainable ways, and

5.Thinking about future generations, so the choices we make today
create a better world for tomorrow.

A just transition helps make sure the move to clean energy is good for both
people and the planet.

To stop climate change from getting worse, countries around the world agreed
to work together under something called the Paris Agreement. One big goal is
to reach “net-zero,” which means we cut down pollution so much that whatever
we still release is balanced by what we remove from the air.
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To do this, we need to make big changes in how we get energy, how we travel,
how we grow food, and how we run factories.

Some countries have already started planning what's called a “just transition.”
This means changing to cleaner ways of living and working in a fair way, so no
one is left behind. Most plans so far look at the energy sector, but farming and
land use are also very important—especially in places where many people rely
on agriculture to earn a living.

A just transition only works if everyone is included: governments, companies,
communities, and young people like you. It also means understanding that
climate change and job losses don't affect everyone in the same way. Men,
women, and marginalized groups may feel the impacts differently, so fairness
means listening to everyone.

A just transition also links to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), which are global goals like clean energy for all, healthier cities, using
resources responsibly, and building strong communities. When done well, a fair
transition helps protect people and the planet at the same time.

Right now, most climate money is spent on things like solar panels or cleaner
transport. But there isn't enough funding to make sure the transition is fair for
people. We need more money for things like training workers for new jobs,
helping vulnerable communities, and collecting good information so
governments can plan for the future.

Most importantly, everyone should have a say in what a just transition looks
like. This means listening to the people who will be affected and making sure
their ideas help shape the solutions.

9.2 Climate-Smart Agriculture and Food Justice

Farming and food are a big part of climate change. The way we grow food, move
it around, and even throw it away can release gases that warm the planet. At
the same time, climate change is making farming more difficult—there are
more droughts, floods, and storms, and these make it harder for farmers to
grow enough food for everyone.

That's why we need climate-smart agriculture (CSA). This is a way of farming that
helps farmers grow more food, take care of the environment, and cope with
climate change.
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With climate-smart farming, farmers use clever techniques—Iike planting crops
that can survive droughts or taking care of the soil so it stays healthy. This helps
them get better harvests while also protecting the Earth. It also helps make sure
people have enough healthy food to eat.

But for CSA to truly work, it has to be fair. Not all farmers have the same
chances. Farmers who work on very small pieces of land often don't have
enough money, training, or tools. Many women farmers also face extra
challenges, like not owning land or not being able to get loans easily.

To make climate-smart farming fair for everyone, we need to support all
farmers. This includes:

1.Giving small farmers financial help;

2.Investing in research that can help farmers in different parts of the
world; and

3.Making sure women farmers have the same opportunities as men.

If we make climate-smart agriculture fair and inclusive, we can build a food
system where everyone—no matter who they are or where they come from—
has enough good food and a way to earn a living from the land.

R
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9.3 Protecting Forests, Water and Biodiversity

We're living in a time when taking care of our planet's natural resources—like
forests, water, and wildlife—is more important than ever. Climate change,
pollution, and the loss of nature are big challenges, but if we work together, we
can protect the environment and build a fairer, healthier world for everyone.

Forests are often called the “lungs of the Earth” because they help clean the air
by absorbing carbon dioxide. They also give homes to millions of animals,
plants, and insects, and help keep our air and water clean. But many forests are
being cut down to make space for farming, building, or logging. This destroys
habitats and makes climate change worse.

Water is essential for all life. We need it to drink, grow food, and stay healthy.
But climate change, pollution, and wasting water are causing big problems in
many parts of the world. Some places are running out of clean water. We need
to save water, stop polluting it, and make sure everyone has enough—especially
communities that already face shortages.

Biodiversity means all the different living things on Earth—animals, plants,
insects, and more. When nature has lots of different species, it stays strong and
can recover from things like droughts or floods. But biodiversity is disappearing
quickly because we're destroying habitats, polluting the environment, and
heating up the planet. When we lose biodiversity, we lose food sources,
medicines, and the natural balance that keeps Earth healthy.

A just transition means making these changes in a fair way. As we move toward
greener ways of living and working, we must make sure that everyone shares
the benefits—and that no one is left behind. This includes helping communities
that depend on old industries, listening to people's needs, and creating good,
green jobs.

e Protecting nature is something everyone can help with.

e Governments can make laws that protect forests, water, and
wildlife.

e Businesses can use cleaner and greener methods.

¢ Individuals—including you—can help by saving water, reducing
waste, and supporting eco-friendly choices.

In the end, taking care of our forests, water, and biodiversity isn't just good for
the environment—it's good for people too. When we choose a fair and
sustainable path, we help create a brighter future for everyone.

Return to contents page
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10 | WHAT ARE THE COURTS SAYING?

10.1 Climate Litigation: How Young People are Suing the
Governmentand Companies

All around the world, young people are standing up for their rights—not just in
protests or social media, but also in courtrooms. A growing number of youth-
led court cases are being brought against governments for failing to protect the
environment and violating the right to a clean and healthy future.

These climate court challenges are making headlines and setting legal
precedents, showing that children and youth can hold leaders accountable
when their rights are ignored.

THE“ CANCEL COAL” CASE %

AFRICAN CLIMATE ALLIANCE V MINISTER OF MINERAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY

In the case of African Climate Alliance v. Minister of

Mineral Resources and Energy (also known as the “Cancel

Coal” case), a group of young activists took the South

African government to court.**! They argued that

building a new coal-fired power station would harm the r
A4

environment and children’s health.*4
PN

The High Court agreed. It found that the government's

public participation process did not include or consider
children’s views or how the coal plant would affect them.
1151 The court ruled that the decision to approve the
power station was unconstitutional and unlawful
because it violated children’s right to a clean and healthy
environment and ignored their right to be heard in
decisions that affect their future.™®

1231 African Climate Alliance and Others v Minister of Mineral Resources and Energy and
Others (56907/2021) [2024] ZAGPPHC 1271 par 21-23.

1141 same as above.

135 Same as above.

116 Same as above.
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HELD V. THE STATE OF MONTANA ‘

In Held v. State of Montana, a group of young
people under the age of 18 sued their government

because environmental laws in the state didn't
allow the government to consider climate change
when approving big projects.”*” These youth
argued that this failure harmed their health, their H

environment, and their future. -

54
The court ruled in their favor. It said that the laws were
unconstitutional because they violated the youths' right
to a clean and healthy environment.**® The court also
confirmed that the young people had the right to sue
because they were personally affected by these
harmful policies.**%

These court cases show that youth voices matter in the legal system—and that
the law can be used to demand climate justice. When young people take action
through the courts, they help change not only laws but also the way leaders think
about the future.

10.2 Holding Companies Accountable for Climate Change

It is not just governments that have a duty to protect the environment—
companies do too. In South Africa, everyone must respect the Constitution, and
that includes businesses.

When a company pollutes the air, water, or land, or does anything that harms the
environment, it can be taken to court. This is because it violates people's
constitutional right to a clean and healthy environment.

For example, mining companies are required by law to carry out Environmental
Impact Assessments (EIAs) before starting any new projects.** These
assessments help predict how a project might affect the environment and
communities nearby.

If a company causes environmental damage or ignores these legal requirements,
they can be held accountable in court for breaking the law. This means
communities—and even young people—can challenge them for harming their
health, environment, or future.

Return to contents page
117 Held v State (DA 23-0575) Mont available ‘

https://climatecasechart.com/case/11091/, accessed on 2 July 2025. *
1118l Same as above.

1%l Same as above.

1120 section 24 of the National Environmental Management Act 107 of 1998.



https://climatecasechart.com/case/11091/

11 | HOW CAN WE BUILD A
CLIMATE-JUST WORLD, TOGETHER? \

11.1 Collaboration Across Borders: How Countries Can Work
Together

Climate change knows no borders, and every continent and country is affected
by the rising temperature of the Earth's atmosphere. In order combat this
global crisis, countries must work together. No country can stop climate change
alone.

In recent years, many countries have tried to fight climate change by focusing
on what they can do within their own borders.*?! This means setting goals to
lower pollution and checking how much damage is being done to the
environment at home.*?? Some of these efforts have worked well, and certain
countries have made real progress.**! But climate change is a global problem,
and one country alone cannot fix it. That is why countries need to work together
and find solutions as a team.

First, nations must take responsibility for their part in global warming. While all
countries and continents are affected by climate change, they are not all equal
contributors.'?? For example, Africa only contributes around 3.8% of global
emissions, yet faces some of the most serve consequences.*® Countries like
the United States and China, which contribute heavily to greenhouse gas
emissions, must take responsibility for their high percentage of pollution so that
they can actively change course.*?®

121 j King, ] Manning, and A Woodward ‘In this Together: International Collaborations for
Environmental and Human Health’ (2023) The Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics, 51.

122l Same as above.

123l same as above.

12241 K Anderson ‘International Cooperation: Key to Combating the Climate Crisis’ available
at https://greenly.earth/en-us/blog/ecology-news/international-cooperation-key-to-
combating-the-climate-crisis, accessed on 25 February 2025.

[125] Same as above.

128 World Resources Institute ‘This Interactive Chart Shows Changes in the World's Top 10
Emitters’ available at https://www.wri.org/insights/interactive-chart-shows-changes-
worlds-top-10-emitters, accessed on 29 February 2025.
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With reality acknowledged, countries can work together by sharing information.
No country or continent has all the answers to the climate crisis. By sharing
research on sustainable technology and strategies, countries can better deal
with rising temperatures and natural disasters, as well as, cut their greenhouse
gas emissions.'?! Governments and organizations can share best practices and
model laws with other nations to ensure that everyone knows how to best
implement sustainability into everyday life. When technology is shared across
borders, solutions can drop in cost and be implemented faster.*?®

Another way that countries can and do work together is through international
agreements. Countries can agree to provide each other assistance in the event
of a natural disaster, reducing the number of people affected by extreme
weather events.' Additionally, countries can and do put pressure on other
nations to implement greener policies by putting taxes on their exports or
entering into trade agreements that contain specific sustainability
requirements.[*%

DID YOU
KNOW?

AFRICA ONLY CONTRIBUTES

AROUND 3.8% OF GLOBAL
EMISSIONS, YET FACES SOME
OF THE MOST SERVE
CONSEQUENCES !

127 5 King, ] Manning, and A Woodward ‘In this Together: International
Collaborations for Environmental and Human Health' (2023) The Journal of Law,
Medicine & Ethics, 51 and K Anderson 'International Cooperation: Key to
Combating the Climate Crisis' available at https://greenly.earth/en-
us/blog/ecology-news/international-cooperation-key-to-combating-the-climate-
crisis,accessed on 25 February 2025.

128 K Anderson 'International Cooperation: Key to Combating the Climate Crisis'
available at https://greenly.earth/en-us/blog/ecology-news/international-
cooperation-key-to-combating-the-climate-crisis, accessed on 25 February 2025.
129 5 King, ] Manning, and A Woodward ‘In this Together: International
Collaborations for Environmental and Human Health’ (2023) The Journal of Law,
Medicine & Ethics, 51.

1% same as above.
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Non-profits and other organizations even understand the important role of art
in the fight for climate justice. Recently, the international non-profit Greenpeace
invited artists from around the globe to share their poetry about climate change
and justice for a project titled the Just Poetry project.”*? Through the collection
of poetry, artists and activists were able to come together to discuss their hopes
of a just future as well as their visions and plans.?* The project ended with a
candlelight vigil where people came together, shared their experiences, and
engaged in meaningful conversation about climate justice.'*J No matter the
scale, artists of all kinds can use their medium to inspire climate action and
engage in collective activism.

Hopelessness often leads to inaction.**! Hope, on the other hand, gives people
the space to imagine a better future and act on solutions.

Actions can and have been taken to reduce the effects of climate change. For
example, humans were depleting the atmosphere's ozone layer by emitting
certain gases into the environment.*®! In 1987, countries around the world
signed a global agreement to reduce the use of substances that deplete the
ozone.™" Since then, global emissions of ozone-depleting substances have
fallen by more than 99%.4%!

N
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1142 Greenpeace ‘Acting through Art, Poetry that Inspires Climate Action’ available at
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/71765/acting-through-art-poetry-that-
inspires-climate-
action/#:~:text=Art%20and%?20climate%20justice&text=Artivism%20pursues%20climate%20
justice%20through,change%20and%20extreme%20weather%20events, accessed on 25
February 2025.

43 same as above.

44 same as above.

1451 BBC ‘A leading data scientist’s journey from doomism to climate hope’ available at
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20240206-hannah-ritchie-sustainability-data-spreads-
hope-not-doomism, accessed on 7 March 2025.

1461 Our World in Data ‘Ozone Layer available at https://ourworldindata.org/ozone-
layer#:~:text=During%2520the%25201980s%252C%2520the%2520world,fallen%2520by%25
20more%2520than%252099%2525, accessed on 7 March 2025

471 same as above.

148 Same as above.



https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/71765/acting-through-art-poetry-that-inspires-climate-action/#:~:text=Art%20and%20climate%20justice&text=Artivism%20pursues%20climate%20justice%20through,change%20and%20extreme%20weather%20events
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/71765/acting-through-art-poetry-that-inspires-climate-action/#:~:text=Art%20and%20climate%20justice&text=Artivism%20pursues%20climate%20justice%20through,change%20and%20extreme%20weather%20events
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/71765/acting-through-art-poetry-that-inspires-climate-action/#:~:text=Art%20and%20climate%20justice&text=Artivism%20pursues%20climate%20justice%20through,change%20and%20extreme%20weather%20events
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/story/71765/acting-through-art-poetry-that-inspires-climate-action/#:~:text=Art%20and%20climate%20justice&text=Artivism%20pursues%20climate%20justice%20through,change%20and%20extreme%20weather%20events
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20240206-hannah-ritchie-sustainability-data-spreads-hope-not-doomism
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20240206-hannah-ritchie-sustainability-data-spreads-hope-not-doomism
https://ourworldindata.org/ozone-layer#:~:text=During%2520the%25201980s%252C%2520the%2520world,fallen%2520by%2520more%2520than%252099%2525
https://ourworldindata.org/ozone-layer#:~:text=During%2520the%25201980s%252C%2520the%2520world,fallen%2520by%2520more%2520than%252099%2525
https://ourworldindata.org/ozone-layer#:~:text=During%2520the%25201980s%252C%2520the%2520world,fallen%2520by%2520more%2520than%252099%2525

4

Page 55 &

The same can be done today with global warming by reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. One major way that countries and people can cut emissions is by
changing their current energy systems.'*! Switching energy sources from
predominately fossil fuel to renewable sources like wind or solar majorly cuts
greenhouse gas emissions.’” Solar energy is becoming very affordable,
opening the door to an expansive energy transition.*®! Countries can also
promote energy-efficient technology and make electric vehicles more
affordable.s?

On the individual level, as stated before, you can help mitigate climate change
by educating your peers about the climate crisis. Sharing ideas and plans,
standing up to local governments, and taking collective action are all important
ways in which to fight climate change. You can engage in responsible waste
disposal by trying to recycle and minimize your overall trash production. You
can also practice conserving energy and water in your home.

Governments must also play a role in a just, climate efficient future where
greenhouse emissions are low and the impacts of climate change are
distributed fairly.**® By investing in renewable energy sources, governments
can boost the economy while also creating quality jobs in the green sectors.**¥
Job creation is important because it provides a means of justice to those
communities affected most harshly by the changes in climate. Governments
must also hold corporations accountable for their emissions, while transitioning
to renewable energy sources.

1149 NRDC ‘Greenhouse Effect 101’ available on https://www.nrdc.org/stories/greenhouse-
effect-101#gases, accessed on 25 February 2025.

150 YN Climate Action ‘What is climate change? available on
https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/what-is-climate-change, accessed on 25 February
2025.

31 NRDC ‘Greenhouse Effect 101’ available on https://www.nrdc.org/stories/greenhouse-
effect-101#gases, accessed on 25 February 2025.

1521 same as above.

1531 Earth.Org ‘Climate Justice: A Crucial Pathway to Secure Human Rights’ available at
https://earth.org/climate-justice-a-crucial-pathway-to-secure-human-rights/, accessed on
7 March 2025.

%4 Same as above.
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Many countries are already trying to create a climate-resilient society and foster
an inclusive economy.*®* For example, in South Africa, the government hopes
to create new jobs in areas like electric vehicle production and to increase
energy security through sustainable energy sources.'®® Moving toward
sustainability should be done with equity in mind, and as both individuals and
governments move toward a green future, justice must be of key importance.
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591same as above.

11581 State of the Nation 2025 ‘Just Transition to a Low-Carbon Economy’ available at
https://sona22-content.stage-vl.co.za/priorities/growing-the-economy-and-jobs/just-
transition-to-a-low-carbon-
economy#:~:text=Boosting%20economic%20growth%20through%20more,green%20econ
omy%200f%20the%20future, accessed on 7 March 2025.
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12.2 Learning Resources

(1) NASA Climate Kids — A fun and interactive website by NASA that explains
climate science in a way that's easy to understand.

Link: climatekids.nasa.gov

(2) UNICEF's Youth Climate Portal — Offers youth-friendly information about how
climate change affects children and what they can do.

Link: unicef.org/environment-and-climate-change

12.3 Activism and Advocacy Platforms

(1) Fridays for Future — A youth-led global movement started by Greta Thunberg,
where students protest for climate justice every Friday. You can find local events
or start your own!

Link: fridaysforfuture.org

(2) Climate Action Project — A global platform where schools from all over the
world join forces to work on real climate solutions.

Link: https://www.climateactionproject.org

12.4 Creative Tools for Spreading Awareness

(1) Canva for Education — Free design tool where you can make posters, social
media posts, and infographics to raise awareness about climate issues.

Link: canva.com/education

(2) TikTok & Instagram — Great platforms for creating short videos or posts to
talk about climate issues and encourage your friends to take action. Just make
sure to share respectful and truthful messages!
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12.5 Ways to Connectand Organize

(1) Earth Uprising Youth Climate Movement — A youth-led organization that
offers toolkits, leadership opportunities, and global partnerships.

Link: earthuprising.org

(2) Global Changemakers — Provides free activism guides, storytelling resources,
and opportunities for youth leadership in sustainability.

Link: https://www.global-changemakers.net

12.6 Practical Action Tools

(1) Plastic Pollution Calculator (EarthDay.org) — Helps you calculate your plastic
use and learn how to reduce it.

Link: earthday.org/plastic-calculator

(2) Carbon Footprint Calculator (WWF) — Find out how your daily activities affect
the planet and get tips for reducing your impact.

Link: footprint.wwf.org.uk

12.7 Books for Young Activists

(1) Greta's Story by Valentina Camerini

The true story of Greta Thunberg's journey from a quiet student to a world-
famous climate activist.

Ages 9+

(2) Old Enough to Save the Planet by Loll Kirby

Inspiring stories of 12 young environmental changemakers from around the
world.

Ages 6-12

(3) How to Change Everything by Naomi Klein and Rebecca Stefoff
A guide to climate change, justice, and action, written specifically for teens.
Ages 12+

(4) No One is Too Small to Make a Difference by Greta Thunberg
A collection of Greta's most powerful speeches.
Ages 12+
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12.8 Films and Documentaries

(1)2040 (Documentary by Damon Gameau)

A hopeful look at climate solutions that already exist, told through the eyes of
the filmmaker's daughter.

Ages 10+

(2) Youth Unstoppable (Documentary by Slater Jewell-Kemker)
Follows young climate activists from around the world over 10 years.
Ages 12+

(3) My Octopus Teacher (Documentary by Pippa Ehrlich and James Reed)

A moving story about a filmmaker and his friendship with an octopus, showing
the beauty of ocean life.

Ages 10+

(4) The Lorax (Animated film based on Dr. Seuss’s book)
A fun story about protecting trees and standing up to pollution.
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